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MISSION STATEMENT 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

 

Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
Happy Epiphany! I’ll be honest, I tend to treat Epiphany as little more than “Advent/Christmas 
recovery time” and “Lent planning time.” But, obviously, as I have taught in Confirmation class, 
each season has something important to teach us and a message we should store in our hearts. 
 
In the season of Epiphany, we see the wise men following the star to bring Jesus gifts and      
worship him. We see Jesus being baptized. We hear Jesus’ teachings and see his miracles. An 
epiphany is an “ah, ha!” type moment where we realize something that we didn’t understand    
before. Epiphanies change our realities entirely because our perspective changes so drastically 
after them. The wise men have an epiphany when they realize that the star is leading them to    
Jesus, the King of the Jews. It is an “epiphany” or “ah, ha!” type moment when the voice from 
heaven notes that Jesus is God’s Son, the Beloved (Matthew 3:1-12). In the upcoming weeks, our 
lectionary texts will include Jesus’ radical and surprising teachings. As we listen to these      
teachings, it becomes evident that Jesus isn’t just copying or re-iterating the set patterns and  
practices of the world, Jesus is leading us to something different and a different way of being. 
The New Testament lessons will show people trying to figure out what it means to be God’s    
people and the church together. The lessons remind us that Christ’s presence in our lives changes 
us and our presence in the church makes us stronger and united with each other. Through his 
words, the apostle Paul is trying to help the early church have epiphany or “ah, ha” moments 
about what Christ has done for them.   
 
It’s easy to view faith as simply returning to the “old, old story” that never changes. That is, of 
course, a part of faith. In a world that is always struggling and always has new realities (both 
good and bad), we trust that the Good News is always true for us. God’s grace and faithfulness to 
us never changes. However, having epiphanies or “ah, ha” moments is also a part of faith. The 
Biblical narrative is full of people who experience “ah, ha” moments because of Jesus’ actions 
and teachings or because of the teachings and actions of other followers of Jesus. Having Christ’s 
power, grace, light and hope come to us in new ways is a part of faith. Having Christ’s light lead 
us to new journeys is a part of faith. If we are truly studying Scripture faithfully, we should have 
“ah, ha” moments throughout our lives when we realize that our previous understandings and   
assumptions were either wrong or limiting. We should have moments when we realize that a   
passage is calling us to do or rethink something. Faith is more than just being comforted by truths 
that have been with us throughout our lives. Faith is also about discovering Christ’s love and  
callings for us in new ways. 
 
May your Epiphany be full of, well, epiphanies. May 
you be surprised by how Christ is speaking to you and 
have the courage to let Him light your way. 
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Jeanette McCormick 
 



Lessons and Themes for the Sundays & 
Holidays in February, 2023: 
2/5/23:  5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Isaiah 58:1-12 
 Psalm 112:1-10 
 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 Matthew 5:13-20 
2/12/23: 6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
 Psalm 119:1-8 
 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 Matthew 5:21-37 
2/19/23: Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 Exodus 24:12-18 
 Psalm 2 
 2 Peter 1:16-21 
 Matthew 17:1-9 
2/22/23: Ash Wednesday  
 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 Psalm 51:1-17 
 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
2/26/23: 1st Sunday in Lent 
 Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
 Psalm 32 
 Romans 5:12-19 
 Matthew 4:1-11 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of December, 2022: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 11/30/22: ($5,511.55) 
 Inc., December  $ 32,317.64 
 Exp., December $25,990.66 
 Bal. 12/31/22: $815.43 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 11/30/22:  $12,725.02 
 Inc.,  December  $1,300.00 
 Exp., December $0.00 
 Bal. 12/31/22:  $14,025.02 

Card Ministry 
meets the second 
Wednesday of 
each month at 
6:30 pm. Come 
join the fun. No 
experience       
necessary! Check 

out our display in Centennial Hall to       
purchase a card for $1. Funds will be        
designated to different groups as needed. 

2023  
OFFERING  

ENVELOPES: Our 2023 
envelopes are here. If you 
didn’t receive one in your 

mailbox, but would like one, please talk to 
Natalie in the office and she will get a box 
of envelopes for you. Thank you for your 
patience.  

    “For God so LoVed the world 
              That He gAve 
           His onLy 
   BegottEn 
         SoN 
    That whosoever 
     Believeth In Him 
         Should Not perish, 
      But have Eternal life.” 
     John 3:16 
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If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin.  This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

 

Assisting Minister  & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
2/5 9:30 Matt Russell 

2/12 9:30 Cooper Scripture 

2/19 9:30 Lonnie Myrom 

2/22 7:00 Sandy Poppema 

2/26  9:30 Diane Sletten 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
2/5 9:30 Kathy Summers 

2/12 9:30 Pam Fleming 

2/19 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

2/22 7:00 Glenda Lais 

2/26  9:30 Terry Morrison 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
2/5 9:30 Doug Frisch 

2/12 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

2/19 9:30 Pat Demuth 

2/22 7:00 Doug Frisch 

2/26  9:30 Kevin Fleming 

Van Driver:  (Van will be picking up members 
for the Sunday service only) 
2/5 9:30 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 

2/12 9:30 Matt Russell (360-5835) 

2/19 9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

2/26 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 

2/5 9:30 Sandy Poppema, Judy Selberg & Fern Burmeister 

2/12 9:30 Daren & Julie Bauman & Diane Sletten 

2/19 9:30 Bob & Bonnie Bents & Josh & Ashley Hein Family 

2/26 9:30 Larry & Norma Woodbury & Leroy Merkel 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
2/5 9:30 Diana White & Marie Mews 

2/12 9:30 Leroy Merkel  

2/19 9:30 John & Nora Leinen  

2/22 7:00 Todd Hallstrom & John Kramer 

2/26  9:30 Linda Nelson & Karla Kirkeby 

Facebook Live (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
2/5 9:30 Paul Summers 

2/12 9:30 Terry Morrison 

2/19 9:30 Carrie Adams 

2/22 7:00 Erin Makela 

2/26  9:30 Debbie Koob 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
2/5 9:30 Aaden Wagner 

2/12 9:30 Kylee Milbrath 

2/19 9:30 Ashlyn Schaffer 

2/22 7:00 Aaden Wagner 

2/26  9:30  

Military Bulletin Board – We are working on updating the military board outside of the sanctuary and if you 
could please let us know if you want your family member to continue to be on the board or removed. If there is 
also someone you would like us to add, please bring a picture with name, service position and relation to you 
to the church office. Please let Natalie in the office now of any changes to be made by March 1. Thank you! 
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February 

Birthdays 

 

1      Jean Bender 
3      Julie Vos 
4      Doug Christensen 
4      Kahla Gieselman 
6      Rosann Boots 
6      Keith Stanton 
6      Logan Waldner 
7      Ashley Hein 
8      Judy Wietzema 
10    Thomas Bauman 
10    Kinzie Lund 
10    Dustin Neugebauer 
12    Craig Randgaard 
12    Jason Christensen 
12    Joan Tofteland 
13    Nichole Lowe 

15    Cooper Scripture 
16    Adalyn Schaffer 
17   Marilyn Starrett 
18    Betty Burns 
19    Viola Gerdes 
19    David Stoyke 
20    Karen Buchman 
21    Judy Selberg 
23    Kylee Milbrath 
23    Adam Russell 
23    Sarah Waldner 
24    Emily Winter 
25    Terry Van Note 
26    Robert Feller 
26    Melissa Randgaard 
27    Keith Towne 

28    Vickie Milbrath 

“Jesus Walks on Water” 
The disciples were utterly confused. 

 
Mark, Matthew, and John describe Jesus’ walking on water right after the miracle of the loaves and fishes. 
 
These two back-to-back events leave the disciples totally confused. They are amazed by both events, but 
they aren’t absolutely sure what they mean. 
 
This much is certain. After these two events, things were never the same for Jesus’ disciples. Something 
beyond their wildest dreams was happening.  
 
Only time would tell what it was and how they fitted into it all. For the present, all they could do was to be 
patient. 
 
How do we cope with times of confusion in our faith relationship with Jesus? 
 
“Faith is building on what you know is here so that you can reach out to what you know is there.” - Cullen 
Hightower 

Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ  
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First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Fareway, with the Fareway 
Gift Card, First Lutheran receives 5% 
from the sale of the gift card. Get 
yours today! The cards are available in 

the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. 
You pay the full price for the card and the church receives 5%. 
As of  December 31, 2022, a total of $5,711.24 has been put 
into the general fund.  

First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Hy-Vee, with the Hy-
Vee Gift Card, First  Lutheran re-
ceives 5% from the sale of the gift 
card. Get yours today! The cards are 

available in the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 
gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the card and the 
church receives 5%. The card can also be used when you 
purchase gas. As of December 31, 2022, a total of 
$55,247.75 has been put into the general fund. 

Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast in 
memory or in honor of a family  member or an event in 
your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $75.00. Please 
sign up on the sheet in Centennial Hall. Thank you.  

Gift Cards will be     
available on communion 

Sunday mornings in    
Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

CHURCH DIRECTORY: I will be 
working on the church directory in March 
and would like to get it updated with the 
correct information. So if you have 
moved, changed phone numbers or have 
a child or children that have moved or    
gotten married and moved to a different 
address, please email 
(felcwgtn@gmail.com) or bring the     
information to the church office by 
March 1. Thank You! Natalie  

 

During Lent, we will be    
having Lenten suppers at 5:15 
pm and Lenten services at 6:00 
pm in the sanctuary. Lent     
begins on February 22 with 
Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 
pm. Lenten meals begin the 
following week on March 1. 

Up coming Event: March is Minnesota Food Share Month. This 
means our faith community, by registering for the March Campaign, 
can increase donations to the local Manna Food Pantry. Place donated, 
nonperishable food items in the shopping cart in the lower narthex 
starting on March 1, please do not bring items before then. Also 
consider donating cash or grocery gift cards. The food shelf can 
stretch cash donations further because of their access to discount 

products and programs. Help us feed more local families and end hunger in our community.  



  

FEBRUARY YOUTH NEWS  

 

February 1 - 507 night! This is from 6:30-8:00 pm so no youth group. Pizza will be served! 

February 5 - Sunday School @ 8:45 am 

February 5 - ICE SKATING from 6-8 pm @ Worthington Ice Arena  (note location and time change)      

                                     
February 8 - KFC @ 4:00 pm, Confirmation @ 6:30 pm, Youth Group @ 7:30 pm 

February 12 - Sunday School @ 8:45 am NO ENCOUNTER 
February 15 - KFC @ 4:00 pm, Valentine’s Party ESCAPE ROOM etc. from 6:30-8:15 pm 

February 19  - Sunday School @ 8:45 am, Encounter from 6:30-8:00 pm @ Hy-Vee               
February 22 - KFC @ 4:00 pm, ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE @ 7:00 pm—no other activities 

February 26 - Sunday School @ 8:45 am 

February 26 - Sweetheart’s Dinner Fundraiser @ 11:30 am  
 

February 26 - Encounter @ Archery club 4:00-6:00 pm (note location and time change) 
 

 

OTHER DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR: 
 

Confirmation Retreat @ Shetek: April 28-29 
HIGH SCHOOL: June 17-24 Denver, CO mission trip.  
JUNIOR HIGH: July 30-August 4 are the dates for the adventure trip at Badlands Ministries in Medora, ND. 
If you haven’t told me you are interested, please tell me ASAP! 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
call/text me @ 712-230-7157       email:  tinymustardseed1720@gmail.com 
 (507) 407-4041 that is also me ~ Thanks! Brenda 
—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We are doing a silent auction on a beautiful queen sized quilt and an amazing twin 
sized jean quilt. Look for a table in centennial hall with sign-up information. We will 
also update the facebook event with the silent auction information. We will have a 

youth member sitting at a table selling tickets all month for the Sweetheart’s      
Dinner.  



 

14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org February 2023 

 

 

 

We do rent our cross country skis and 
snowshoes to use in winter! 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to Camp…Become a 
Pelican Club or Timber Society      

member today.  Pelican Club members 
support the ministry with a gift of   

$100 - $499 a year and Timber Society  
members give $500 or more a year.  

Thanks for your support! 
  
 

Mark your Calendar 
 
March 10-11  Confirmation Retreat 
March 18     Pre-Marriage Retreat 
March 26     Sugar Bush Pancake Breakfast 

 
Register at shetek.org or 

Call 507-763-3567 for more information 
 

“I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore I have drawn you with loving   

kindness.”  Jeremiah 31:3 
 
 
 

Wish List 
 
17 ft Aluminum canoe 
Vest style life jackets 
Office supplies – reams of paper 
Pick-up truck 
Volunteers 
Summer staff - shetek.org/work-at-shetek 
 

We met our Phase 1 goal! 
$1,508,000 in gifts and 
pledges!  Our challenge 
goal is $2,000,000 and 

with increased costs, our 
budget has changed for 

our different phases.   
More info on our website. 

https://shetek.org/slm-
master-plan/ 


